[Indications for an increased risk of neural tube defects in pregnancies following ovulation induction and (or) in-vitro fertilization].
Several authors have reported a possible association between IVF or induction of ovulation on the one hand and the occurrence of neural tube defects on the other hand. Here a review is given of recent literature on this subject, including data available from The Netherlands. Collaborative epidemiologic studies are needed to evaluate the potential risks. In individual pregnancies prenatal examination is advised. In spontaneous abortions fetal pathological evaluation is desirable.